
MFS - 2021 LANDSCAPE LOOK OUT! 
Call our Arborists and Plant Health Care Experts if you see these or anything else concerning in your landscape 

 
Squirrel/Deer/Rodent DAMAGE: Squirrels, deer, rabbits, voles, and other rodents in the yard can do major 

damage to your trees and shrubs.  We have seen major damage on thin-barked trees like Japanese maples as hungry 
squirrels gnaw off the bark to get to the sugars in the tree and extra minerals they may be lacking.  If these little nuisances 
are bothering your trees, there are deterrent sprays and systemics we can use to keep them off.  Call us for more info. 
 

Bagworms: These brown hanging sacs ARE something to worry about. In just 24 

hours, they can destroy an evergreen. We have seen entire hedges decimated by these 
voracious eaters. Each one of the sacs can hold hundreds of eggs. If you saw these last 
year, please be proactive in calling us to get on our list this year before they hatch out in 
early summer!   

 
Rose slugs: Early in the spring, these little green 

worms (sawfly larvae) hatch out and begin feasting on 
roses, usually on the underside of the leaves and the 
flower buds. By the time you notice the damage, they 
are long gone, and your roses look unsightly for the 
better part of the spring and summer. Many have 
misdiagnosed this as Rose Rosette or Shot Hole fungus. 
Fortunately, a trained arborist or horticulturalist can tell 
the difference quite easily, and rose slugs are easily 
managed. They can be washed off with a high-power 
water hose or sprayed with an insecticide. 

Boxwood leaf miner: For homes with 

boxwoods – and we have trouble finding anyone 
without boxwoods, you want to be on the lookout for 
boxwood leaf miners.  As the name suggests, these insects inject their eggs in 
the soft new growth of boxwood leaves, where the larvae will tunnel (or mine) 
as they eat their way through the inside of the leaves.  When they reach 
maturity, they push through the leaf and the winged adults begin swarming and 
the process begins over again.  (2 treatments per year)  
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Sweetgum Ball Reduction Spray: Sweetgum trees are beautiful, hardy, and resilient trees 

that grow well in our area. But those ANNOYING spiky seeds!!  If the prickly, irritating seeds covering your 
yard are more than you can handle, there are options for relief.  Call us to find out about the sweetgum 
reduction spray.  
 

Damage to Trees: By far, the most distressing and problematic issue we are seeing throughout St. 

Louis is BAD TREE WORK. Incorrect and harmful tree care practices perpetrated by inexperienced, tree 
companies who do not understand tree biology and physiology. Please make sure you can identify these harmful 
practices.   

• LION-TAILING: Stripping out the inner leaves from the branches leaving an open empty center and a tuft of 
leaves at the end of the branches. These leaves are essential food centers and are critically necessary to the 
tree.  Lion-tailing will kill mature trees! 

• POOR PRUNING CUTS: Flush cuts, topping, and generally bad tree work. All are extremely harmful to trees. 
They allow entry for insects and disease and do not allow for proper compartmentalization (healing) to occur.  

 

• IMPROPER PHC PRACTICES: Not disinfecting equipment can cause phyto-problems and spread disease. We 
have also seen incorrect (completely wrong and ineffective) PHC injections (Iron, EAB, etc.) – meaning the 
treatment will NOT work!  

 

• INCORRECT PLANTING PRACTICES: Planting too shallow, planting too deep, volcano mulching, or planting the 
wrong tree. Starting the tree off incorrectly will guarantee future problems! 

 

• CONSTRUCTION DAMAGE: Parking equipment, driving, or putting heavy materials anywhere within the dripline 
or Critical Root Zone of a tree will lead to damage, stress and if not corrected, eventual death. 

BAD 
 TOO DEEP TOO SHALLOW NO! 


