
MFS - 2020 LANDSCAPE LOOK OUT! 
Call us if you see these or anything else concerning in your landscape 

 

THRIPS: If you have a hornbeam hedge, watch for browning of lower 

leaves. These tiny, destructive bugs can decimate large hedges with speed. 
They feed on the underside of the leaves, and they spread rapidly.   
 

EMERALD ASH BORER: UPDATE! If you haven’t already 

heard, EAB is here and currently infecting 
STL ash trees. Please call us if you see 
any changes in your ash trees, or if 
neighboring trees start showing signs of 
dieback or stress. Treatment is 100% 
effective if done correctly by a trained 
professional. There is a lot of bad 
information and improper treatments 
happening out there!    

 
SPRUCE ISSUES: 
The past few springs we 
have seen a marked 
increase in fungal problems: 
Rhizosphaera needle cast, 
Stigmina needle blight, 
Sudden Needle Drop and 
Phomopsis spruce 
decline. As the photos 
below show, these diseases 
exhibit very similar 
symptoms, and a trained 
arborist needs to examine 
microscopically.  
Rhizosphaera needle cast is 
the only treatable needle 
fungus among these. 
Stigmina, Phomopsis, and 
SNEED are not curable. 
You can minimize the 
spread of the fungal spores, 
by not watering the needles, 
ensure the trees get 
adequate air flow, and engage in good sanitation practices – picking up and disposing of dropped needles, cones, and 
twigs. Fungicides are effective against rhizosphaera and can help minimize the spread of these other diseases. The best 
defense is to refrain from planting blue spruces! if your spruces are looking poorly, have one of our Certified Arborists 
inspect them.  

 
 

PEAR RUST: This is an aesthetic, weather-related leaf fungus. Pear leaves will have orange and brown spots and 

splotches and they will drop prematurely.  Treatment is not warranted as this is not life-threatening.    
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Phomopsis 
spruce decline 

Rhizosphaera 
needle cast 

Sudden Needle 
Drop (SNEED) 



 

 
ANTHRACNOSE and LEAF SPOT FUNGUS: Wet weather brings out the leaf fungus: Anthracnose, Tubakia, 

tar spot, powdery mildew, and others!  You’ll see wilting, or brown and black spots and the leaves will be raining down 
prematurely.  This happens in Oaks, Ash, Maples, Dogwoods, Sycamores, and many other trees. This is generally an 
aesthetic annoyance, but it can cause stress to the tree.  There are preventative sprays that can be applied as the leaves 
are emerging.  
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SCALE: Magnolia, tulip, lecanium and euonymus scale have been a problem in our area, but Japanese Maple Scale 

has exploded recently! These insects infect hundreds of different species! These tiny scale insects are VERY difficult to 
control.  It can take 2-3 seasons of treatments before you see results, and if left untreated they will do serious and 
irreparable damage to the tree.  If you see black sooty mold on leaves, increased bees or wasps, or something strange 
like below, give us a call! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maple Anthracnose 
Powdery Mildew Tubakia in Oak 

Ash Anthracnose 

Magnolia Scale on 
Kentuck Coffee Tree 

Japanese Maple Scale 

Cottony Camellia Scale on Holly 

Lecanium Scale 
on Red Oak 


