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Our Services
Our staff of experienced Certified
Arborists can provide you with
comprehensive tree and landscape
care including:
PLANT HEALTH CARE
- Insect & Disease Management
- Nutrient Management
TREE MAINTENANCE
- Trimming & Prune Care
- Tree & Stump Removals
- Lightning Protection Systems
- Support Systems
- Tree & Shrub Transplants
- Shrub & Ornamental Pruning

The Severe Fall
Drought of 2017

CONSULTING

In 45 years in the tree and landscape

by the extreme cold we experienced

- Diagnosis
- Landscape Inventories
- Tree Valuations
- Construction Damage Prevention
- Hazard Tree Assessments

industry in St. Louis we have never seen

this winter. Be aware that many of your

a late summer, fall, and early winter

trees have been experiencing major

drought as we did last year. Less than

drought stress and this will present

an inch of rain fell from September

as winter damage (browning, winter

to December. The subsoil moisture

burn, wilting, dieback, etc). This spring,

was already depleted from the dry

desiccated buds will be damaged

summer making this year a more serious

causing dieback or deformed growth

problem than previous droughts.

next season. The key word is STRESS.

Drought issues were then accelerated

Drought stress is very damaging to

LANDSCAPE DESIGN &
INSTALLATION
- Tree & Shrub Planting
- Bed Maintenance & Mulching
- Grading, Drainage & Control
- Hardscapes

plants and it predisposes them to

through a brutal summer without

other problems as their defenses are

regular water, these trees began dying.

down. Without the necessary water,

Unfortunately, green giant arborvitaes

plants cannot photosynthesize, disease

do not show drought symptoms until

problems take hold, and insects are

it’s too late. We cannot overstate the

attracted.

importance of proper and effective
watering!

One plant that is impacted greatly
by the drought is the Green Giant

Even in dry winter months, watering

arborvitae – an evergreen used

should be a priority, especially to

prevalently throughout the St. Louis

evergreens and new transplants. Our

area often as accent plants, hedges

recommendation is to use a soaker hose

or screening for privacy. These trees

- irrigation systems will not provide

are attractive, fast growing, and low

adequate moisture to the root ball area

maintenance. This past summer we

where it needs it. In fact, the irrigation

received calls of arborvitaes dying off

systems help spread fungal spores. The

almost overnight. After some research

round soaker hoses are inexpensive and

and testing we were able to identify

they emit water all along the length of

that these trees were infected with

the hose. They are the most efficient

Seiridium Canker – a drought induced

and effective way to water.

Ohhhhh
Deer

We Have a Problem!
Living in the St. Louis area we are all too familiar with
the hoofed menaces that ransack our hostas, devour
our mums, decimate our yews, feast on our knockout
roses and destroy the trunks of our new trees as
they scrape the velvet from their horns. Be wary of
plants that say deer resistant. Arborvitaes were first
touted as “deer-proof”, but we now know that during
the harsh winter months, a hungry deer will eat just
about anything.

opportunistic canker disease. This
canker can be identified through lab
cultures but also by globs of oozing sap
along the trunk of the tree. A healthy,
vigorous, well-watered tree can likely
withstand this weak pathogen without
any problem, but after suffering

Call us if you would like help with
your irrigation system or soaker
hoses.

There are a few ways to protect your trees:
Use plastic corrugated drain pipes to protect the trunks of new, young trees.
Pungent sprays can be applied to plant material to deter them. This must be

Rose Slugs

done on a weekly/biweekly basis to be effective.
Milorganite is a malodorous fertilizer that can deter deer while also
nourishing your plants.
Netting can be used over newer small plants, although we have seen deer
chew through this.

If you are like many of us here in St. Louis, you may have some
knockout roses that struggled last year.

Don’t feed the deer. If your neighbor has a soft place in their heart for the ‘little
dears’, your plant material will undoubtedly be a regular item on their menu.

If your knockout roses have leaves with holes and brown spots, the
culprits may be rose slugs. Tiny green worms with great BIG appetites.
Many lawncare and landscape professionals are misdiagnosing this as
shot hole fungus or leaf spot. These worms can do significant damage
to your plants, but they should recover!

Have one of our certified arborists stop by and give your landscape a
spring check-up. We can walk the property and check for any pruning
needs, suggest new plant material, or just chat about trees!

10 Beneficial
Insects To Watch
For In Your Yard
And How to Attract Them

Braconoid Wasp
LOVES TO EAT
Caterpillars, Aphids, Hornworms
PLANT THIS TO ATTRACT
Dill, Lemon Balm, Parsley, Fern-leaf Yarrow, Coriander,
Penny Royal
We can develop
a Plant Health Care
Program just for you.
Give us a call!

Aphid Midge
LOVES TO EAT
Over 70 types of Aphids
PLANT THIS TO ATTRACT
Dill

Lady Bug

Praying Mantis

LOVES TO EAT
Aphids, Whitefly, Mites, Fleas, Potato Beetle

LOVES TO EAT
Caterpillars, Moths, Beetles

PLANT THIS TO ATTRACT
Dandelion, Dill, Fern-leaf Yarrow, Common Yarrow, Fennel,
Coriander

PLANT THIS TO ATTRACT
Dill, Marigolds, Cosmos, Tall Shrubs and Grasses

Green Lacewing

Ground Beetle

LOVES TO EAT
Aphids, Whitefly, Leafhopper, Mealybugs, Caterpillars

LOVES TO EAT
Slugs, Caterpillars, Cutworms, Wireworms, Maggots, Ants,
Aphids, and some Yard Weeds

PLANT THIS TO ATTRACT
Yarrow, Dill, Lavender, Globe Lily, Dandelion

PLANT THIS TO ATTRACT
Evening Primrose, Clover, Amaranthus

Mealybug Destroyer

Soldier Beetle

LOVES TO EAT
Mealybugs

LOVES TO EAT
Aphids

PLANT THIS TO ATTRACT
Fennel, Dill, Angelica, Sunflower, Goldenrod

PLANT THIS TO ATTRACT
Goldenrod, Zinnias, Marigold and Linden Trees

Damsel Bug

Minute Pirate Bug

LOVES TO EAT
Caterpillars, Potato Beetles, Mites, Aphids

LOVES TO EAT
Spider Mites, Insect Eggs, Caterpillars, Aphids, Thrips

PLANT THIS TO ATTRACT
Caraway, Goldenrod, Spearmint, Alfalfa, Fennel

PLANT THIS TO ATTRACT
Caraway, Fennel, Alfalfa, Spearmint, Peter Pan Goldenrod,
Cosmos

Tree
Myths
In 45 years we
have heard many
interesting claims
about plants and
trees. Here are
some of the ones
we hear most often.

Carpenter ants or
termites killed my
tree!

that you have a problem in your tree.

around the trunk of the tree gives an

It’s probably a good idea to have your

open invitation to these insects and

tree inspected, especially if the tree is

diseases.

Carpenter ants and termites never have

dry, dead wood to form their nests,

and never will kill a tree because neither

but they also need access to moisture.

eat live wood. They feed on dead wood

They don’t eat leaves, and they don’t

on the inside of an exposed trunk area

eat any part of the live tissue of the

or branches. Carpenter ants will invade

tree. This is just another important

and clean out any defects or areas with

reasons not to allow any damage to

rot or decay. If you see carpenter ants

your tree unnecessarily. Lawn mowers

or termites, that may be the first sign

and excessive wounding from injections

near your house. Termites mainly need

We are here to help
with all of your tree
maintenance needs.
Give us a call!

Spring 2018: MFS News
We have been excitedly waiting for the spring thaw! As usual, we spend the cold
winter months brushing up on our education and training. We sent our crews
to First Aid and CPR training and Electrical Hazard Training. Others attended
recertification classes, plant health care seminars, and Arborist training courses. We
sent Kevin Seger, John Harvey, Robert Knox, and Roger Scherrer to the Midwest
ISA Conference in Kansas City. Meanwhile Dan, Meggan, and Matt were forced to
attend the Tree Care Industry Association Winter Management Conference in Maui!

No thanks, my trees
self-prune

disease. Proper arboricultural practices

We often get calls asking to have a tree

ensure the health compartmentalization

removed because the roots are cracking

of the pruning wound. In urban areas,

the foundation. If a tree is growing

We have heard homeowners say their

there is no such thing as self-pruning.

against a footing or a foundation,

trees don’t need pruning because their

Allowing deadwood to stay in a tree

the trunk expands out exerting that

trees “self-prune”. Trees in a forest

is not healthy for the tree or safe for

expansion pressure against the trunk.

setting are sometimes said to self-prune

anyone or anything around the tree.

It will crack some of those footings

In January, Matt Hargrave, (Meggan’s husband and Dan’s son-in-law) officially

because they drop limbs out in the

Proper and regular prune care is one of

especially in older construction. Roots

stepped in as Director of Operations. He comes to us with 20 years of service in

woods. As the canopy grows higher and

the best ways to ensure a tree’s health

just don’t have the will or capacity to

the Air Force from the NCAA and Jefferson Barracks National Cemetery and he will

trees compete for light, the understory

and longevity. PROPER pruning is the

penetrate concrete, but they will exploit

be visiting job sites and meeting with many of you. Also joining our team is Jonah

branches get shaded out and die off.

operative word!

small cracks or problem areas that you

Long, an ISA Certified Arborist who comes to us from the Missouri Department of

would have never known existed. Roots

Conservation with a BS in Psychology and a Masters in Natural Resources!

These dead branches can hang on the

Tree roots cracked
my foundation

are lazy! They will try to find sources

they will not seal over the broken rotted
wood leaving an opening for insects and

tree for many years as the tree attempts
to abscise and grow around it. The dead
branches may drop off eventually, but

It has been a busy winter and we are all ready for everything to get growing! We
have plants ordered and we are waiting for the rain to stop so we can get out and
start making your yard look beautiful!

MATT HARGRAVE
Director of Operations

We have some new faces here at MFS:

of oxygen, nutrients, and moisture as

Dan recently had hip replacement surgery in early April. The team has been holding

easily as possible. If they run into an

down the fort for him while he is out healing, but he’s been checking in often. We

Very rarely, if ever do roots have the

impediment, they will switch directions

wish him a speedy recovery!

capability of breaking a foundation.

and move to find an easier source.

JONAH LONG
Certified Arborist

502 Old State Road, Ballwin, MO 63021
www.metro-forestry.com
P: 636.394.6597 | F:636.394.8930
MFS@metropolitanforestry.com

Our goal is to provide you
with the best possible
service. If you are not
satisfied with any
treatment or completed
job, we will resolve
the situation to your
satisfaction. We want to do
our utmost to ensure your
trees and shrubs are always
‘GREEN AND GROWING’.

Email Us MFS@metropolitanforestry.com
You can always email us a request to come out and
check on your property. If you are having a problem,
need an estimate on trimming or removal, or if you
want to set up a time to meet with one of our arborists,
just send us a quick note or a picture explaining what
you need. We can access email 24/7 and this can help
with emergency tree situations.

Pay Your Bills Online
If you follow the link from our website or emails, you
can now pay by credit card AND by electronic check.
You will be able to securely save your credit card
information and you can set up an automatic payment
if you choose to do so.

Save Time. Save Money. Save Trees!

ASSOCIATIONS MFS IS AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF

