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OUR
SERVICES
Our staff of experienced
Certified Arborists
can provide you with
comprehensive tree and
landscape care including:

TALK

• Tree trimming & tree
removals
• Pruning shade trees,
ornamentals & shrubs
• Transplanting trees
• Lightning protection for
large, valuable trees
• Cabling & bracing trees
in danger of breakage
• Landscape plans,
design & installations
• Nutrient management,
fertilization & soil
amendments for trees
& shrubs
• Soil testing
• Deep root aeration
• Insect & disease
management
• Consultation Services:
• Diagnosis
• Appraisals
• Valuations
• Tree Assessments

CARPENTER ANTS
AND TREES
Carpenter ants are common in log

in moist, decaying wood, creating

homes and other wooden structures.

systems of smooth walls. The ants’

These insects are primarily just a

excavation of dead and diseased

nuisance, but can cause serious long-

tissue creates tunnels that can destroy

term damage if populations are not

the tree’s defensive barriers allowing

kept under control. Carpenter ants

colonization of other fungi and

in the trees outside your home can

diseases. Carpenter ants can and will

also cause serious damage and may

invade any species of tree. Infested

render a tree structurally unsound

tree cavities do not have to be open at

if the ants’ activities go unchecked.

the ground, but can be invaded from

Carpenter ants do not eat trees.

below the ground or even high up in

They do however; excavate nests

the crown of the tree.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

WHAT
TO DO?
Inspect your trees

found, it’s a good idea

are contacted by the sprays while

to determine if the

they are on the outside of the tree. As

tree is still structurally

always if you see a suspicious area or

sound. Removal of

something that needs to be checked,

regularly, for split

any loose punky wood

cavities, cracks in

inside the cavity will aid
in this determination. If

the trunk or major
branches through which

give us a call.

the cavity is deemed sound

ants could enter. Also look at the

we can treat it with the appropriate

base of your trees for brown sawdust,

products. Since carpenter ants do

in the root flares or on surrounding

not eat foliage, our regular insect

plant material as well. Once a cavity is

sprays will only control the ants that

Trees reduce noise.
100 foot plantings of
tall trees can reduce
loudness by 50%.

When applied at the recommended

GIVE YOUR TREES SOME

N-P-K

rate, and the proper time, this is the best
single thing do can do for your trees and
shrubs. Sprinkling granular fertilizer on
the surface is not as effective as deep
root fertilization for a few reasons. The
turf will absorb most of the nutrients
before the tree will get any. Your lawn

Trees and shrubs in an urban

and your trees compete for nutrients

environment need supplemental

and water and often the turf wins. Soil

nutrition to help them thrive. In their

quality also affects how nutrients can be

natural forest habitat, plants are slowly

absorbed. Our urban landscape soils

fertilized by decomposing leaf and twig
litter from the forest floor. However, in
our pristine yards, manicured beds, and
maintained landscapes, we routinely

NITROGEN: Most needed nutrient, but in
short supply in our soil – most leaches out
before the tree can pick it up.

are thick, dense, compacted clay that
lacks oxygen and requires aeration
to allow for ideal growing conditions.
The best method for applying fertilizer

get rid of leaf litter and debris, hence

PHOSPHORUS: Essential for energy

for trees is through pressurized soil

removing all the natural nutrient and

transfer and photosynthetic system

injection. When you deep root fertilize

recycling and organic matter.

within the tree.

your trees, you get the benefits of

Nutrient Management is a major

POTASSIUM: Necessary for carbohydrate

component of our Plant Health Care

essential nutrients all at the same

formation, photosynthesis and protein

Program at Metropolitan Forestry.

time. It is important to understand

synthesis.

that healthy trees are more resistant

deep root watering, aeration and

Over many years, we have created a
program using products developed

IRON, COPPER, MANGANESE AND ZINC:

through independent research and

Micro nutrients needed for energy

university studies. They are slow-

transfer and growth.

release nutrient formulations which
closely imitate what occurs in the
natural setting of the forest floor, only
with more accuracy and uniformity.

HUMATES: Organic, decomposed plant
material to enhance the root system
making it more efficient.

These formulations contain necessary

We combine all of these elements in our

macronutrients that trees and

deep root fertilization and adjust them

plants NEED:

for your particular plant material.

to disease, insects and extreme
weather conditions. Fertilization is a
preventative application to maintain
the vigor of your landscapes plants.

CALL US TODAY TO GET
YOUR BLOOMING PLANTS
ON OUR SPRING
FERTILIZATION PROGRAM!

floating above this compact shrub.
Dark green leaves of up to 6 inches long
produce yellow to purple tinged fall color.
LIMELIGHT HYDRANGEA:
The limelight grows 6’-8’ tall and 6’-8’
wide. It can be planted as a specimen
but really shines as a woodland garden
plant. It is best known for its changing
flower color, producing large dense,
upright cone shaped panicles that
change color on the shrub as they
mature. Flowers come out creamy
white, maturing to a chartreuse lime
and eventually a pink darkening to rose
tones before finally fading to beige.

HIGH ON
HYDRANGEAS
Hydrangea paniculatas have always

white flowering shrub that works well as

been a favorite of Metropolitan Forestry

a group planting or as a border hedge.

Services because of their extreme

It can be pruned very hard in the spring

hardiness, resistance to insect and

and it blooms on new wood. Here are

disease and their bloom time from July-

some examples of our favorites.

September. This is unique in that very few
other plants are blooming and they put
on a fabulous show at that time of the
year. They are well adapted to the urban
conditions and withstand a variety of
soil conditions. Most would benefit from
full to partial sun. What is very exciting is
through the extreme cold winter of 2013

LITTLE LAMB HYDRANGEA:
Great as a focal point or a hedge. Little
Lamb grows 6’-8’ tall and 4’-6’ wide. This
beauty produces dense cone shaped
panicles of small white flowers. The
little flowers are held in delicate flower

PINKY WINKY HYDRANGEA:
An outstanding plant to add to your
landscape. This variety is not dependent
upon soil pH for its flower color.
It produces massive bi-colored pink and
white flower heads held up by a strong
red stem that lasts from July
to September.
Some of the other varieties are
relatively new and may be hard to find
as the growers have not kept up with
the demand.
LOOK FOR THESE VARIETIES
OF THE PANICLED HYDRANGEA:
Pee Wee, Bobo, Pee Gee, Quick Fire and
Vanilla Strawberry. The flowers vary from
a deep pink to a mixture of white and
pink to a lime green to white.

heads that look like little dancing lambs

the paniculata hydrangeas showed very
little, if any, damage. The original
panicled hydrangea is the tardiva which
we have used for many years. This is a

Trees along streets in Missouri’s communities provide $148
million annually in benefits, including energy savings, increase
in property value and stormwater retention.

YOUR TREES

COULD BE IN DANGER

There are a few things that we cannot

an invasion of unskilled tree workers

control when it comes to managing

engaging in Poor Arboricultural

our trees and landscapes. The

Practices. The tree care and landscape

and uneducated tree worker.

unpredictable St. Louis weather, for

industries don’t have barriers to entry;

The homeowners want advice as to

example. We have no way of knowing

no fees, credentials, or licenses are

why their tree is failing, and what can

that a late freeze may hit in April

required. Just about anyone with a

be done to save it. Often, there is little

causing damage to emerging leaves.

chainsaw and a truck can identify

that can be done, and the blame is

Or if a summer storm will send golf

themselves as a tree company, but

solely on that homeowner. Many, of

ball size hail ripping through our trees.

unfortunately, that doesn’t mean they

these harmful practices will end up

Floods, droughts, you get the idea.

know anything about trees. This year

killing your tree, or it can take years

One thing we do have control over is

has been the worst we have EVER

and a lot of extra money to correct

who we choose to work on our trees.

seen for trees damaged by people

the damage. In the end, paying less

As a homeowner, the number one

purporting to be tree care companies.

for substandard tree care will end

problem you should be concerned

As a consulting arborist, it puts me in

up costing you and your trees in the

about today is the epidemic of

a difficult position when a client calls

long run.

unqualified people working on trees

for consulting advice on a tree that

in our area. The recession has created

has been damaged by a careless,

DON’T LET THIS HAPPEN

TO YOUR TREES!
1 SPIKING:
Climbing live trees using spikes or spurs. Allowing someone to climb your
tree with spikes is so detrimental. This is akin to using a hatchet to chop up
the side of your tree every 12 inches. If this person is using spikes to climb
the tree, chances are, they are not taking the time to disinfect between
trees, and that is the way to spread diseases and infections. The spike
wounds become infected and rot away the vascular system of the tree
(see picture). This was a beautiful pin oak that was spiked and lion-tailed.
This tree will eventually die because of the homeowner allowed a “cheap”
company to abuse their tree. Climbing trees with ropes takes skill
and time and bucket trucks are expensive pieces of equipment.
Obviously, climbing with spikes is quicker and takes little skill.

2 LION-TAILING:
This is the harmful practice of stripping too much foliage from
the interior of trees leaving only clumps of leaves on the tips of the
branches. Guidelines dictate that no more than 25% of the foliage area
shall be removed from a tree. When the interior of the tree is stripped away,
the tree cannot photosynthesize during the hot summer months, leading
to stress and decline. Lion-tailing can increase the risk of branch failure by
weakening the tree root and eliminating the dampening effect that interior
limbs provide when branches move during storms.

3 TOPPING:
This is removing a drastic amount of large branches in a mature tree. It is
a harmful and ugly practice. Topping not only removes too much foliage
which damages the root system, but also leaves large, open wounds that
invite insects and decay. It causes unnatural sprouting that leads to future
breakage. It should never be done to a tree.

PROTECT YOURSELF
Always ask if the company
has certified arborists on
staff and MAKE SURE THE
COMPANY HAS INSURANCE.
Many companies claiming
to provide “Tree Care” do not

4 IMPROPER PRUNING CUTS:

have insurance and are not
aware that it is required. This

Pruning cuts that are improperly made never heal properly and cause decay

leaves you, the homeowner

in the trunk or branch. Ripping and tearing the bark or leaving stubs are

liable for accidents that

signs of poor workmanship. The branch bark collar (the junction of branch

happen on your property.

and trunk) provide the healing process of the wood and should be left.

ALWAYS ASK FOR AN

A properly trimmed tree will enhance the health and beauty.

INSURANCE CERTIFICATE.

UPDATE

2015
EMERALD ASH BORER -

IT’S HEEERRREEE!
The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) was found in St. Charles County in May. For the past few

WHAT YOU CAN DO

•

trees health.

•
•

diseased trees, the Emerald Ash Borer feeds on all species of ash tree and regardless
of the tree’s health. They can decimate millions of healthy trees in a short time. As with
any epidemic, unscrupulous people try to take advantage of the uninformed. We have
gotten many calls from panicked and confused customers being fed misinformation.

Determine the importance of your
individual ash trees.

years we have tried to keep you up to date on the movements of this dangerous pest,
and it has now been found in our area. While most borer species feed on weak or

Have an arborist evaluate your

Understand that treatment is
ongoing for the foreseeable future.

•

While there are proven effective
preventative treatments, this does
not guarantee your trees survival.

PLEASE GO TO OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION.

FIRE BLIGHT UPDATE
We saw a massive increase in Fire Blight

disease can be spread easily by the birds,

prevent the disease. We have developed

last year. You may have noticed it in your

insects, wind, and rain. The potential

a program of three applications of

pears, cherries, crabapples, apples, or

to infect the tree is every spring. If you

bactericide, starting at bloom time

hawthorns; the brown or burnt leaves

have a tree that is infected, you need to

and two additional sprays at two week

evaluate the importance of this tree,

intervals as the leaves are emerging. As

throughout the tree in the shape
of a shepherds crook. Fire
Blight is a bacterial disease

and decide if you want to treat
it or have it removed. If you

with other diseases, it must be treated
preventatively and timing is critical.

which means fungicides

have trees that have not been

and insecticides are

infected, but are important

PLEASE CALL US TO GET MORE

NOT effective means of

trees, you need to think

INFORMATION OR TO DISCUSS THE

treating. This bacterial

about having them treated to

VIEW MORE UPDATES
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.METRO-FORESTRY.COM

OPTIONS FOR YOUR PARTICULAR TREES.

The presence of street trees
in a neighborhood increase
the sale prices of houses by
an average of $8,870.

PLANTS WITH PURPOSE:

ATTRACTING BEES
This spring we are recommending Bee – friendly plants. Bees are vital to help
pollinate the plants of the world. While you are planning out your spring garden
additions, think about some of these plants to attract our pollinating friends.

SALVIA ‘MAY NIGHT’

POPPIES

These deep purple flowers are a

Beautiful and bright red, these have

bee favorite.

LOTS of pollen for our bee friends.

MEXICAN HEATHER

COSMOS

Looks great in pots or as ground

An annual that is easily grown and

cover and the bees LOVE the delicate

great for bees. They can be grown in

purple flowers.

groups to make it easy for the hard

RUDBECKIA

working bees to collect lots of pollen
in a short time.

Beautiful yellow flowers that the
bees just love, and can be used to

LINDEN TREES

brighten the yard as a border.

The bees LOVE linden tree flowers.

MARIGOLDS
These bright orange flowers attract

You can stand under a linden tree in
the spring and hear the loud buzzing
of the bees from flower to flower.

bees and the scented marigolds can
deter some garden pests.

LAVENDER, ROSEMARY,
SAGE, AND THYME
In addition to attracting bees, these

DOING OUR PART
TO HELP THE BEES:

beautiful herbs are useful in cooking,

When we came across a bee hive

and their scents can keep pests like
mosquitoes away.

PURPLE CONE FLOWER
Also know as Echinacea, attracts
bees, birds and butterflies.

MONARDA
Also called “bee balm” has attractive
and unique red flowers that bees go
crazy for. Monarda is also the herb
used to make Earl Grey tea.

in a large dead tree we were taking
down, we called the Eastern Missouri
Beekeepers Association. A trained
beekeeper came out to the job
location in Ladue and removed
the hive and the bees.

Each year, an acre
of forest captures
between 1 and 4 tons
of additional carbon.

Metropolitan Forestry Services, Inc.
502 Old State Road
Ballwin, Mo 63021
(636)394-6597

NCE
E
I
R
XPE

S
F
M
THE TEE
E

RAN
GUA

Our goal is to provide you
with the best possible
service. If you are not
satisfied with any treatment
or completed job, let us
know. We will resolve the
situation to your satisfaction;
no question about it. We want

to do our utmost to ensure your trees
and shrubs are always ‘green and growing’, but also
provide you with the peace of mind that your work is
completed with professionalism and precision.

EMAIL US!

SAVE TIME - SAVE MONEY- SAVE TREES!
MFS@METROPOLITANFORESTRY.COM
You can always email us a request to come out and check on
your property. If you are having a problem, need an estimate

PAY YOUR
BILLS ONLINE
If you follow the link from our website or emails, you can now
pay by credit card AND by electronic check. You will be able
to securely save your credit card information and you can set
up an automatic payment if you choose to do so.

on trimming or removal, or if you want to set up a time to
meet with one of our arborists, just send us a quick note or a
picture explaining what you need. We can access email 24/7
and this can help with emergency tree situations.

ASSOCIATIONS MFS IS AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF:

Society of Commercial
Arboriculture

LET US KNOW IF YOU WANT A CERTIFIED ARBORIST

METROPOLITAN FORESTRY SERVICES, INC.

TO SPEAK AT YOUR GARDEN CLUB OR YOUR

WWW.METRO-FORESTRY.COM

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION MEETING

636.394.6597

