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A message from the desk of Dan Christie
Despite the relentless summer heat, we hope everyone is having
a good summer and enjoying time spent in your gardens and
landscapes. This summer, we have been peppered with unusual
insect problems. I have been concerned about the amount of
misinformation regarding the diagnosis and treatment of some of
these problems. If you have questions about tree and shrub matters,
give us a call at 636-394-6597 or you can find additional information
on our website: www.metro-forestry.com.
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Horned oak galls & squirrels
Yes, the squirrels are clipping the ends of the pin oak branches off, chewing up the galls on the branches and dropping
the wads of green leaves. The galls are not causing the limbs to fall and unless extremely severe, will not harm the
tree. The horned oak gall is caused by a tiny, parasitic wasp that lays its
eggs in the twigs. The larvae of the wasp cause the mutation (gall) to form
and live there for two years. No one knows why the squirrels are eating the
galls other than they have little food until acorns, walnuts and hickory nuts
mature. Horned oak galls have occurred in pin oaks for 15-20 years.
It has come to our attention that several opportunists are taking advantage
of the misinformation and going door-to-door selling a drastic pruning
and pesticide injection program to “save” your tree. The pesticide they
have injected into the pin oaks is extremely toxic to birds and mammals
and will do NO GOOD in controlling the galls at this time of the year. Most
professional arborists will not recommend control measures unless the
gall population is extreme. There is a systemic insecticide that reduces
gall populations, but it has to be in the tree as the leaves are expanding in
the spring and applied for three consecutive years. For more information,
see our website or give us a call to find out if this
management strategy could work for you.
Photo to left: horned oak gall in second year. Taken by USDA
Forest Service - Northeastern Area Archive.

Japanese beetles
Japanese beetles have been eating their way through St. Louis County since
early June. They subside in mid-July. Our foliar sprays control them nicely for
2-4 days. As new generations hatch and plants put out new growth, the beetles
swarm back in to feed on foliage that has no insecticide on it. This requires repeat
applications. We have recently reformulated our Japanese beetle spray to get
longer lasting control so that fewer sprays are required. We also offer a systemic
insecticide for linden trees (a favorite of Japanese beetles) that is applied in early
spring and controls many other insects.

Services We
Provide:

• Tree Pruning
• Landscape Design and Construction
• Vegetation Insect and
Disease Management
• Tree and Shrub Fertilization
• Tree and Stump Removals
• Landscape Evaluation, Appraisals,
and Consultation

502 Old State Road • Ballwin, MO 63021 • (636) 394-6597 • Fax (636) 394-8930 • www.metro-forestry.com

Jumping oak gall on white oaks
There have been several cycles of jumping oak gall on white oaks but this year it was earlier and heavier than previous
outbreaks. The galls are caused by a tiny parasitic wasp and appear as tiny bumps on the underside of the leaf and if
numerous enough, cause the leaf to turn brown. The larvae inside eventually drop to the ground in early summer to
pupate and hatch the following spring. As their life cycle progresses the adults eventually lay their eggs in the new
buds and newly expanding leaves. Like many other galls, there are
no immediate cures or treatments for jumping oak gall. The best
strategy is stress management. This includes:
• Good sanitation, raking up and removing fallen
leaves and galls.
• Deeply watering during extended dry periods.
• Fertilizing to maintain vigor and health.
Photo to right: jumping oak galls in spring. Taken by Jim Baker, North Carolina State University

Boxwood leaf miner
Boxwoods of all species have had leaf miner problems. This
insect larva creates tunnels between the upper and lower layers
of the leaves, causing foliage to brown and die. We have had
great success using systemic treatments.

Holly: mulberry whitefly

Scale on tulips, magnolia and oaks

Older, mature American hollies that are thinning and
dropping above normal numbers of leaves are probably
infested with mulberry white fly. It can severely stress
older hollies of many species. This
insect can be difficult to detect
and often gets misdiagnosed.
Infestations are accompanied
by numerous black spots
(pupae) on the undersides
of the leaves. Call us if
you think you have this
problem.

There has been an increase in occurrence of soft scale on
tulip trees, saucer magnolias, star magnolias, and several
oak species. This class of soft scale sucks sap out of the
branches and forms a concentrated sugar droplet that
falls on cars, patio furniture and other plants that is very
sticky. A black sooty mold grows in the sugar and often
attracts bees, wasps, and ants. When numerous and
uncontrolled, scales can cause branch die back and
eventually death of the plant.

Photo to right: enlargment of mulberry
whitefly showing nymphs and adult..
Taken by Whitney Cranshaw, Colorado
State University.

Treatment is difficult as the adults are covered
with a waxy coating that is not easy to penetrate.
Treatments should be done when the juvenile
forms (‘crawlers’) are present, usually around
August/September. Timing of the sprays is critical
and it may take two sprays and often several years
to completely rid your trees of this insect. We have
been experimenting with a soil injected systemic
treatment with good success.

Metropolitan Forestry Services, Inc.
502 Old State Road
Ballwin, MO 63021
(636)-394-6597

T R E E TA L K

-

SUMMER 2010

